Harvest

Lent: A time of reflection

Lent is a time of reflection;
a time when we consider our
mortality as we are reminded
of our frail humanity and of
Christ’s redeeming presence in
that humanity.

This year, Harvest is reflect-
ing in a unique way — by invit-
ing individuals to share with
the congregation their per-
sonal reflections of each
weekly Lenten theme. Those
writings are then paired with
traditional Christian writings
from various sources. As our
body of believers meditates
on the writings each Sunday,
we can enter into worship of
our Redeemer together.

Join us in the coming weeks
as we turn our hearts toward
Jesus and his human suffering

that accomplished the mi-
raculous work of redemption
on our behalf.

~N o~ o~

The First Sorrowful Mystery:
The Agony of the Cross
fruit of the mystery:
sorrow for sin
Kristin Hanley
St. Augustine

The Second Sorrowful
Mystery:

The Scourging at the Pillar
fruit of the mystery:
purity
Kate Fried
excerpt from the Litany of the
Precious
Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
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The Third Sorrowful Mystery:
The Crowning of Thorns
fruit of the mystery: courage
Kristen Leach
The Book of Common Prayer,
1945
Bernard of Clairvaux

The Fourth Sorrowful
Mystery:

The Carrying of the Cross
fruit of the mystery: patience
Paige Ray
St. Ephraim

The Fifth Sorrowful Mystery:
The Crucifixion
fruit of the mystery:
perseverance
Casey Chambers
International Committee on
English in the Liturgy

Trading Turkey for Tamales (a zaragoza Memory by Alice snyder)

Breaking with the usual
Thanksgiving tradition, a team
of seven from Harvest (Ponce
Ortiz, Elisha Stenzel, Lance
High, Mark & Patrick Hubbard,
Bob & Alice Snyder) traveled
to the mountainous lands of
the Mixtec community of
Zaragoza located in Oaxaca,
Mexico.

The team flew out of
Springfield, landed in Mexico
City and then traveled eight
more hours by car. We ar-
rived late and “snuggled”
down on our grass mats only
to rise for a 7 a.m. Sunday
morning service. Never again
will we complain about a 9am
worship time at Harvest!

Our team participated in
harvesting corn and we ate
corn tortillas every meal, in-
cluding breakfast. We shared

the harvest with the original
people of this land —and
God'’s riches with a part of
God’s family, our true family.
The people of Divino Salvador
are a gracious people; it is a
joy to see what a difference
they are making in their com-
munity.

During the week, the men
evaluated the challenges to
food production (specifically
focused on corn, soil erosion
and water). While Ponce,
Mark and Bob were out with
church leaders, Patrick im-
pressed the youth with his
soccer and basketball abilities
and also helped Elisha with
the children. Elisha taught
Bible lessons through song
and drama and Alice led a
study for the women on the
significant role of women in

God'’s plan to redeem the
world.

In the late afternoon, Mark
continued the Davidic Cove-
nant study started by the
previous group and Bob led
the youth talk in the evenings
after some fierce US versus
Mexico World Olympic bas-
ketball competitions (Ponce
played for the US team!).

We will always gratefully
remember our Thanksgiving
dinner prepared by Martha’s
own mom. She will do any-
thing for Ponce, so we got in
on a feast of genuine Mixtec
tamales. We watched as she
made them with her hand
press and cooked them over
an open fire. We did our part;
we ate them under a custard
apple tree in their front yard
on Thanksgiving Day!

LOOKING
AHEAD:

March 7:
Souper Sunday
Youth Mini-Golf

March 16:
WTTH—Ladies at
Ann Victoria’s

March 27:
Children’s Eggstrava-
ganza at the church

April 4:
Easter Sunday
(We will NOT have
Souper Sunday or
Equipping Hour)

April 10:
Staff/Leadership
Retreat 9 AM-2 PM

May 2:
Semi-Annual Meeting

June 4-13:
Wakpala Mission Trip
Start making plans to
join us as we head to
South Dakota!

EQUIPPING HOUR

Join us for our Equipping
Hour on Sunday morn-
ings from 10:45 -11:45.

We offer two
adult classes:

Barnabas, where we pray

for one another and
discuss what was taught
in the morni
and Timothy, which in-
cludes teaching and
discussion on important
biblical, theological and
cultural topics.
Please noteri the Timo-
thy Class will be on
break until April 11th.
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Intergenerational Worship:
Beginning March 7, every first
Sunday of the month, we will have
the 3 yr. olds - sixth graders remain
in the service upstairs for an inter-
generational worship service. This
will allow the adults to get to know
the children of Harvest better, and
the kids will occasionally get to
experience the whole service up-
stairs. The service will be a little
shorter and the teaching time will
be geared to a wider range of ages.
A nursery will be provided for in-
fants - 2 year olds. If you see a fam-
ily with several young children in
their pew, feel free to help hold or
entertain them. You will be blessed
by loving on these sweet kiddos.

YOUTH EVENTS

Jr. & Sr. High
Students 0 Be sure
to mark your
calendar so you
dondt mis
great events:

This past Advent Season, we
collected gifts for many of our
missionaries and local ministries.

We would like to share with you
a few of the thank you notes so
you may better realize how God
used your gifts to bless these la-
dies who are serving Him around
the world...

March 7
Mini Golf w/Cohan
Small Group

March 28
Video Scavenger
Hunt

Joanna: What a fun treat to re-
ceive a package in the mail from
you! Mail takes quite a while to get
to me. But, I finally received the
goodies. You bless me! Thanks for
remembering me.

Magazines are almost like gold
here; thanks for sending them! |
was so excited to receive the
cheese packets. | guess someone
took them from Mac and Cheese
boxes. Thanks for the effort. So
happy to have birthday napkins as |
tend to host many parties. And, |
was thrilled to get a Junie B Jones
book. Also, thanks to the little ones
who made the card for me.

Thank you for the Christmas gift

March 31
Party of Fools

Al s o, don
Wednesday evening

Discovery Study
and alternating
Thur sday
Ni ght &
Night!

Thanks for Your Support!

Questions?
Contact Bill,
Hillary, Brendon or
Marcia

of money. It's been quite faith
building this year to see how God
has faithfully provided. I'm amazed
every month. Thanks for your
prayer and financial support.

This winter has been fairly quiet,
as winters do tend to go here. With
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Teaching needs:
1st-3rd grade teacher &
4 nursery helpers for

first and second hour
3k 3k 3k sk 3k 3k sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk ok 3k sk ok ok sk ok k kR k

UPCOMING EVENTS:

March 27
Easter Eggstravaganza
for kids in the 1st - 6th Grades
Wild Egg Games, Snacks and Fun
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at the Church

May 2
YARAQ 18
to help with missions
during Souper Sunday

spring the activity picks up as evi-
denced by the explosions that oc-
curred in the city today. Please re-
member this country in prayer.

At school this week four new stu-
dents are starting. Two of them will
be in my class, which will bring the
numbers up to 12. Thus, over half of
the students in the school are in my
class. It's been a much less eventful
year at the school than last year. Not
so many comings and goings from
students and staff, which is a bless-
ing. Again, thanks so much for your
encouragement.

Abby: | want to say a BIG THANK
YOU for the Christmas financial gift
that you sent!!! What a blessing! It is
definitely helpful in this time of need-
ing to send parcels home and getting
last minute buys before heading to
where God leads me next.

God has opened the doors for me
to work with the Africa Area team in
Pretoria - near Johannesburg. Though
I will be based in South Africa, | will
also travel to surrounding countries
at various times as we assist long-
term missionaries with varying pro-
jects such as helping at Lake Tanga-
nyika where there is a medical boat
and church planting going on; | will
assist with an orphan school, do
youth ministry, bible studies at pris-

Vacation Bible School Question:

It is the time of year when we
start thinking about Vacation Bible
School.

If you would be able to help
teach, prepare snacks, lead games,
make decorations, etc., please call
Jodi Stone at 230-3465 or email her
at jstone07 @centurytel.net.

We will only offer a VBS this year
if we have enough helpers. The
dates would be July 12-15 (Mon-
Thurs) from 9:00 a.m. - Noon

We would love to have your

o e
ons, helping with feeding programs
for prisoners and orphans, visiting
hospitals, World Cup outreaches,
going to universities, and some
admin work with the OM office in
Pretoria. There will be a little bit of
everything involved, which is a great
way to holistically see the work in
the southern countries of Africa.
Spiritual growth is also emphasized,
so I've been told that I will have
mentors, books to read, assign-
ments to complete and perhaps
different training seminars.

Prayer Points: For my trip to South
Africa as | enter on a tourist visa,
requiring me to leave the country
every three months; and, for a
smooth transition from living in the
Asian culture to the African culture,
as well as from a ship onto shore.
Thanks for you prayers!

Claudia: WOW, what an awesome
blessing; thank you so much for the
increase! | thank the Lord for you
guys! And thank you for the per-
sonal gift for my contacts, that is an
answer to prayer and so encourag-
ing. May the Lord multiply and
make this giving effective for his
glory both on the giving and the
receiving; | ask for much increase
and additions in his kingdom! Bless
you all!
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Facility Update

The Branson Hills Ministry
Center has undergone a fantastic
facelift these past few months.
Our new entryway not only pro-
vides improved protection from
the rain and snow, but it also
looks incredible! Special thanks
go out to Wayne Newcome and
Ponce Ortiz, who volunteered
more than 200 hours of their
time to work on this project—
what a great job they did!
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Ladies, Come join us as we
begin ...

Tuesday
March 16 ™

6:30 PM
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It’s often a daunting prospect
to step out beyond our comfort
zone and make a commitment to
do something new and different.
Maybe you have been attending
Harvest for a short (or even long)
while but are not sure how you
might get involved or where your
gifts could best be used.

We'd love to encourage you
to consider some opportunities
for stepping out and connecting
with your church family.

If you like to meet people, you
can be a greeter at the door or
pass out bulletins one Sunday

Thank You!
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The Facility Board (which con-
sists of representatives from
Harvest and Branson Hills) is
continuing to take steps to im-
prove the facility as funds allow.
Plans are currently underway to
repair some exterior damage to
the lower level. The Board also
recently developed a new “work
order” process for maintenance
needs, selected a lawn care pro-
vider, and is monitoring develop-
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WTTH stands for Women's
Third Tuesday Hangout) and will
be held at the home of Ann-
toria Kuenzle (the Montgom-
ery’s Place at 247 Jacks Hollow
Rd, Walnut Shade).

We are hoping to offer this
opportunity for ladies to gather
and relax together at 6:30 PM on
the third Tuesday of each month.

per month. If you love babies,
you might sign up to work occa-
sionally in the nursery. If you are
gifted in organizational abilities,
you could assist our Community
Group Coordinator. If you have
skills in electrical, plumbing, or
carpentry, you might volunteer
to assist the Facility Board with
maintenance requests. If you
can operate a computer, you
could learn the ins and outs of
running the power point projec-
tor during Sunday worship. If
you like to bake (or even shop
for baked goods), you can sign

ment of the property to the
south as it pertains to impact
and potential benefit to the
Branson Hills Ministry Center
property.

If you have questions about
the facility or would like to make
recommendations for the
board’s consideration, please
contact Fran Forman, Chip Ar-
nette, Ponce Ortiz or Dori Rap-
inchuk.

The only rule for this event is:
“come when you can, leave
when you must.”
Coffee and
snacks will be pro-
vided. For more
information or

2
directions, contact

Ann-Victoria at 230 o

-9495.
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up to provide a pan of coffee
cake or banana bread once per
month for our fellowship time.
And the list goes on...

So, consider how you might
utilize your gifts to glorify God
and benefit the body here at
Harvest.

If you’d like to get involved in
any of these areas of ministry, or
have questions about other ar-
eas, please contact Dori Rap-
inchuk or the Church Office for
more details. We’d love to get
you “plugged in!”

MIO AMORE - We sincerely
thank Kristin & Donna Hanley,
along with their great team of
volunteers, for the successful
Mio Amore Valentines Dinner
they hosted on February 14",
The dinner was not only filled
with great food, friendship, mu-
sic and lots of fun, but more

importantly it raised about $700
for local ministries (Options &
Faith Community Health). Thank
you to all who participated in
this incredible evening!

LOAVES & FISHES ¢ We had in-
credible participation from our
congregation on February 21

when Harvest hosted Loaves &
Fishes! We were able to serve
our community an incredible
meal thanks to the volunteers
who cooked, served, cleaned up,
and donated food. You were a
blessing to many!

HARVEST TEACHING
SCHEDULE

March 7
Matt. 17.22 -27
Jesus Predicts His Death
and Resurrection
Gary Hiebsch

March 14
Matt. 17:24 -27
Jesus Teaches on the
Temple Tax
Eric Bolger

March 21
Matt. 18:1 -4
Jesus Teaches on
Kingdom Humility
Mark Rapinchuk

March 28
Matt. 18:5 -9
Jesus Teaches on Causing
Other Believers to Sin
Justin Carswell

DID YOU KNOW???
You can listen to each
weekod6s ser mon
Just log on to
www.harvestefc.org
and click on Download
Sermon.

Congratulations to
Stephen & Amy Hobson
(and big sister Karis)

on the birth of their
little boy, Kai,
born
February 10th
at 11:07pm.f 7lbs 5 oz,
20" long
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Staff Members Looking for a Good Book?

xjiﬁ:ger Z';;;g:lﬁg;m Christian Smith with Patricia Snell, Souls in Transition: The Religious & Spiritual
Youth Bill Gebhart Lives of Emerging Adults New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

Children’s Min.  Jodi Stone . .

Admin. Asst. Julie Marine Review by Gary Hiebsch:

Church Admin.  Dori Rapinchuk o . . ) B o .
Christian Smith follows up his 2005 book Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of

American Teens with this book dealing with Emerging Adults: those aged 18-25. Smith used
extensive surveys to find out the religious opinions of this group when they were teenagers.
He then resurveyed the same group to find out what had changed (or remained the same)
as they grew older. Smith found much that will concern and comfort those interested in the
future of the church in America.

Wedre on

On e concern side Smith found that most emerging adults are moral subjectivist. They
at: believe that their actions can be judged as right or wrong based upon their feelings: if it
WWW.harveStefc.org feels right. thenitis. Thus emgrging adglts are relativist. Nobgdy. can say whgt is wrong for
another since that person might feel differently. The vast majority of emerging adults show
little interest in religion and there is evidence that their interest in religion is declining. The
decline in religious observance is particularly severe amongst Catholics, Mainline Protes-
tants, and Jewish groups.

If your phone, address,

) Despite these areas of concern, Smith finds some positive trends. A core group of emerging
name, etc. has changed in

adults remained committed to their religious beliefs. Overwhelmingly these emerging adults

the past several months, or had a parent or mentor whose involvement positively influenced them. Furthermore Smith
if you are not yet listed in found that amongst LDS, conservative evangelicals and black evangelicals the rates of reli-
the Church Directory, gious decline were not as severe as among other groups. Smith found that outside influ-
please submit your current ences such as university education, and a secularized society did not have much of a nega-
contact information to tive effect on the religious lives of emerging adults. Finally, Smith found that religious devo-
office@harvestefc.org tion has a number of positive benefits for emotional health, life outcomes, and service to
so we can keep in contact the community.

with you. New directories
are available on the wel-
come table in the foyer.

Smith found that continuity characterizes the religious beliefs of most emerging adults. Thus
the commitment to a religious tradition happens early in life. Such a conclusion speaks to
the importance of the training of children. Smith’s work also suggests ways for us to reach
out. Many emerging adults find themselves without positive adult influence. Also, many
emerging adults have experienced great pain due to relational breakdown. Many would love
to have an adult in their lives, but cannot find one. Thus the willingness to involve one in
the lives of emergent adults can have a meaningful impact.

Smith’s work continues to be the gold standard in research regarding the religious lives of
teenagers and emerging adults. Parents, church leaders, and others would be well advised
to carefully consider the findings contained therein.




